AIDS Cases among Adult and Adolescent Men Who Have Sex
with Men, by Race/Ethnicity, 1985-2005—United States
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This graph shows the racial/ethnic trends in AIDS diagnoses in the United States and dependent areas during 1985–2005 among men who have sex with men (MSM). Rates by race and ethnicity, important for understanding the impact of the epidemic on racial/ethnic groups, cannot be calculated for MSM because the total number of MSM in each race/ethnicity is unknown.

Of particular note is the dramatic decline from 1994 through 2001 in AIDS diagnoses among non-Hispanic white MSM. Despite this decline, the largest number of AIDS diagnoses each year was for non-Hispanic white MSM.

The second largest number of AIDS cases was in non-Hispanic black MSM, followed by Hispanic MSM. Despite the lower numbers of AIDS cases in MSM who were non-Hispanic black, Hispanic, or American Indian/Alaska Native, the rates of AIDS in the general population are higher for these races/ethnicities, so it is likely that the rates would be higher for MSM in these races/ethnicities.

Note:
1. The age category for adults and adolescents comprises persons aged 13 years and older.


